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CURRENT SCIENCE FICTION BOOKS

BLUM, Ralph
The SIMULTANEDUS MAN, Bantam (N5878), 182 p. FB
95c, (1st Atlantic Monthly Press 1970; Deutsch,
1970) Reviews: Analog Jan 71 p. 165; N,Y,Rev,
of Books 21 My 70 p. 37; N.Y.Times 26 Apr 70
P. 46; Saturday Review 11 Apr 70 p. 36

BRUNNFR, John
A PLAGUE ON BOTH YOUR CAUSES. Hodder, 192 p, FB
25 np

DICK, Philip K[indred]
The FRESERVING #ACHINE, and other stories, Gol-
lencz, 252 p, HC £1,80 (Ace 1969) 15 shorts from
the €0's

ELLISON, Harlan, ed,
DANGERQUS VISIONS, Vol, 1. David Bruce & Watson
(277 Grays Inn Rd, London WC1) 359 p. HC £2,25
(Contents not kxnown, but presumably first of two
parts of Fllisont!s 1967 collection of way-out
writing, At this rate it's costing somewhat more
than the US edition, an unusual event)

Review of US ed; Amazing Apr 68 p, 136

GOULART, Ron
GADGET MAN, Doubleday, 161 p, $4,95 (Quasi~
sequel to After Things Fell Apart)
Review: 4dnalog June 71 p, 171



Current Books

HOWARD, Robert Z[Tvin] 1906-36
ALIMURIC., New BEnglish Lib, 125 p, PB 25 np (Ace
1964, From Weird Tales May—jly 1939) Nearest
to SF by this mastor of bloodthirsty adventure:
somewhat Burroughs—-like tale of a world rich in
monsters,

MOORCOCK, Michnaeol, ed,
BEST STORIES FROM NEW WORLDS, 7. Panther, 175 p.
F8 25 np,

NORMAN, John
OUTLAW OF GOE, Tandem, 3-254 p. FB 25 np. (Ballan-
tine 1967; Sidgwick 1970) Another noo-Burroughs
with the third of a series, Tandem call it
"science~fantasy" but, allowing for ignorance or
inaccuracy, it!s mcant to be scientifically pos-
sible,

OSBORN, David
The GLASS TOWER, Hodder, 254 p, HC £1,75 (No de-
tails available, but presumably this is Tower of
Glass by Robert Silverberg, who wroteo under this
name years 2go,)

PARKFR, T[homas] H[enry] and TSSKEY, F[rancis]
J[ohn], eds,
PATHWAY TO THE STARS, Blackie, [6], 58 p. PB 34np,
(Juvenile compilation on aviation and space
flight, bMust be pretty short seloctions)

SILVERBERG, Robort
TOWER OF GLASS. Bantam (S6902). 184 p. F& T5c
(Scribner 1970; see also Osborn, David, The Glass
Tower) Review: Analog May 71 p. 162
contd, p. 11
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The DAYS OF GLORY Ace FPB (14000)
by Brian M, Stableford 5-158 p. 6oc

This is the most pretentious
load of drivel I've had the misfortune to recad
since the Androw Jores biography (mercifully I've
forgotten the title of that monstrosity, much as I
soon hope to forget this one,)

The style is lamcutable, Characters are de-
scribod at length rathcr than portrayed in depth;
and what little plot thore is, is obscured in the
weltor of pscudo-psychological jargon which pre-
sunmes to justify the existence of the Dramatis
Personae,

And whet an abundance of characters there are!l
As thoy sgy in the motion picture industry, a cast
of thousands -~ and that!s without the extras, Per-
haps the overleng doscriptions are justified by the
fact that the rcader could hardly be expected to
remember who was who otherwise, Thus we have mag-
nificent namos such as FEagleheart and Starcastle
—- two of the main characters — suffering loss of
impact by the inclusion of countless other similar
nemres — Hornwing, Blackstar, Starbdird, Stormbow,
Starflare cte,

What little thore is of a plot concerns an
intorplanetery war betwecn Mian and his Mirror
Imege" (the cover blurb), 4s we read on, we find
the mirror image to be nothing more than & group
knowm as The Beasts, which longz ago men ereated in
his own likenecss —- not a bad idea, if only Stable-
ford could write as well as he can think, New tho
Beasts, goadod into action be Inglehsart and a few
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other power and glory seckers, set out to prove
thoir supremacy over man through violence and blood.
shed,

The book!s worst fault -- if any one can be
sz2id to be worse than any other -~ is its proedict-
ion of events bvefore they happen, together with the
reasons why, I hope I'm not over-emphasising the
importance of surprise in a novel, but I do object
to the complete suppression of my own imagination,
Surely a book should leave the readsr some little
work to do, some guesswork as to the outcomeo, just
enough to keep him reading on to see if he was
right, Or am I being old-fashionsd?

Obviously the author is fond of his btook; and
if tho intention was indeed a narcissistic affair
between Stableford the writer and Stableford the
reader, to the exclusion of all others, it is in~
dood a most admirably successful work, And I know
at least one person who is, right now, eagerly
awaiting books 2 and 3 of the trilogy which bogins
with this one, The rest of ug would be well ad-
vised to put the 60c saved towards the purchase
of Chronocules (see bclow),

CHRONOCULES Ace FB (10480)
by D. G, Compton 5-255 pe THe

Don't be rut off by the title,
This is an immensely enjoyable boz. with an eagy
flowing style, The characterisation is good,
especially that of the central figure, a village
idiot by the unlikely name of Roses Varco, The
plot is only fair, but this is made for by the way
it's written, I wanted to go on reading to find
out what Fould happen, and, as the story built up
to the promise of an exciting climax, I was quite
literally unable to put the book dowm, thus forget-
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ting to fetch the dry washing in, missing my shower
and being half an hour late for an engagement,

Chronocules (defined in the book as particles
of Time) has the alternative title Escape into To-
morrow printed on the back cover, I like neither
title and would have proeferred something more sye-
catching to tempt me at the bookatore, It is sob-
oring in this moment of enthusiasm to realisa that
bhad I not been asked to review this book I would
not have chosen to read it,

— Audrey Tarver

DARK OF THE WOODS b/W SOFT COME THE IRAGONS
by Dean R, Koontz Ace Double FB (13793)
5-108, 8-143 p. 75¢

One thing I like about Ace!s SF
is the self-conscious dircctodness of the books
towards SF people as a class, with an inplicit
acceptance of this readership as a sericus one with
particular requirements, Hence we have cover art
work from the like of Freas and Gaughan; straight
blurbs, not hysterical, not adolescent-directed;
and the implication that the fiction content is at
least as carefully edited for quality as that in
the best of the magazines; all of which is a pro—
found relief from the comic~book hard-sell approach
often found elsewhere, This partinular double is
an excellent example,

Koontz is a neme I did not asseciate with any
particular stories remombered for gquality or any
other reason, but I did recognise the by-line, A
pity I have not been reading all the magazines
lately, for if this book exemplifies what I'm
migsing I'm missing a lot that's worth while,

Soft Come the Dragons is the title story of e
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collectica of short stories from various S¥ maga-
zines, Dark of the Woods a2 short novel, Nono of
the shortstories are outright spectacular, but a1l
are eminontly readable, entertaining as woll as
thought-provoking (there cen be too much of the
latter at the oxpense of the former) and memozable
—~ for various reasons -- to boot., Therse's not a
flop in the lot, nor any of the type appcaring late-
1y which seem only to appeal to a solcctod porticn
of the ST readership: I think you know what I mean
without belaboring it,

As well, what seoms to be hapoening in the mag-
azines lately, the rechashing of tired old idecas and
even basic plot lines (admithtediy this is a percnnial
complaint) well past the point of boredom, is absaut
here,

ot that the stories are all that original,
they just den't share the undistinguishod quality nf
most of the rebashings, The Twelfth Bed, for ire
stance, can be taken as a tonding-towards-horror
story of the dangers in terms of depersonalisaticn
and relinguished human control, in the increased
automation of hospital care, What basically happena
is that a young man is mistakenly admitted to a
solely robot—run home -~ prison =~ for the aged, Ho
is as unable to get out as the other inmates, and
tragedy follows, The fear of the coming of the
robots and of the impersonality with which automat-
ion in general tends to treat luman beings had, I
had thought, been done to dsath, But not so,

Similerly, & Darkness in my Soul treats of gon-
etic enginocering designed to produced "psionic™
mutants, in this case a telepath and a being whose
VESP! attribute is a controlled intuitive "genius!
beuristic inventive faculty, Yet tho story is dif-
feront, worthwhile, and displays a reader-holding
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capacity in its statement of the peculiar paths the
search for meaning in life takes for such creatures,

You get the idea? 411 the other stories have
like elements of worth placing them a cut atove the
goneral run, It was a similar reaction in my case
as I uged to get from a Sturgeon ccilection, if not
quite as impressive,

Othcr stories of note include Dragon in the
Land, which trics to broeathe sowo hope into tho
vruly awful prospect of biological warfare, despite
the use in the story of the ultimate in it (which
of course backfires and gets out of band), the
disease which kills immediately and with no symp-
toms whatsoever except the simple fact of death;
and A Season for Freedom, which mokes a grisly
extrapolation on our violent ways, typified by
Awerican cities like Dallas with ite phenomenal
marder rate, which heve progrcssed to the stage
where the only escapo, the only way to achieve a
sense of freedom, is to,..but that would give away
the story's pointed ending.

Dark of the Woods, thc origincl short novel
holf of the double, is, egain, not by any mcans
spectacular in any given fictional achievement
sense, mspecially plotting in the first half is
woek -~ dongers manifested to our horo seem too
contrived —- but the story is clearly intended as
simply an adventure yarn for adult SF readors, with
a pointed warning not to get too idsalistic about
our eventual place amongst the stars, The way we
are going, says Koontz, We are obviously more like-
1y to indulge in gcnocide than in any sort of
friendship, if we can get awey with it, but that
gtill, individuals will continue to crop up who
will be against such things, In this case, one
man saves an alien race from cxtinction at the
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hands of the rest of the human predators., All you
need is love, and a super-fortress inside a mount-
ain,

-~ Jchn €, Young

NEW WRITINGS IN SF — 6 Bantam PB (S5795)
ed, John Carnell FB T5¢

This is the American paperback ed~
ition of one of the series more familiar in this
country under the Corgi trademark, At last count
the series ran to seventeen volumes, with little to
Justify this proliferation if the present collection
is typical of the rest, The seven stories range
from poor to passable, and my comuents are in order
of appearance rather than merit,

The Inner Wheel by Keith Roberts is a longish
story which, to quote the blurb, concerns "the grim
story of a man enmeshed in the web of a Gestalt
mind", The only difference between this story and
a standard thriiler plot involving the detection of
a group of criminals is the substitution of the
group mind, A conventional plot dressed up with an
SF theme which failed to come off,

Horizontal Man by Williem Spencer is set in the
far future where man has achieved eternal 1ife at
the expense of spending it on his back in a machine~
tended world of vicarious experience, The premise
of the story has not been thought through to its
logical conclusion and the development of what is
presented is marred by the disruptions of the welter
of detailed descriptions of the experience record-
ings.

In The Day before Never, Robert Presslio tells
the story of a ruthless plot by some of the remain~
der of the human race to rid themselves of an equally
ruthless and technologically superior race of aliens
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incongruously dubbed "barbarians", It!s James Bond,
future style, with a trick ending which seems part-—
icularly appropriate, since the aliens are, after

all, a wvastly superior and exceedingly ruthless lot,

Another alioen invasion story, The Hands by
John Baxter, is concerned with the rather implaus-
ible modus operandi of the takeover, If you haven't
got it 211 by the end of the first paragraph I'l11 Je
greatly surprised, This is not even a passable at-—
tempt at treating a frequently recurring plot,

The Seekers wy E, C, Tuld is a space explorat-
ion story, positing that Heaven is where you find
it,

In Atrophy, Ernest Hill provides another
glimpse of humanity which has traded its heritage
for machines, It could be regarded as depicting
a stage in the progression to the ultimate utopia
of horizontelism in another story in the collection,

Advantage Wy John Rackham tells of the relat-
ionship between a "psi" and his boss who is tunilding
himself a legend by exploiting the other'!s ability,

If you have read any of the other collections
in this series you will know it for what it is --
mildly inventive, uneven in quality, but at best no
great contribution to short SF, If this is your
bag or if you are a completist you'll buy it,

BEYOND CAPFLLA Uy John Rackhbam bfw

The ELECTRIC SWORD SWALLOWERS Uy Kenneth Bulmer.
Ace Dousle FB (05595) 1971
5-132, 5-121 p, T5e.

Boyond Capella is a very standard treatment of
the implacable alien force belting hell out of
humanity and their great fight back, The story
tekes its title from the locale of the first en-
counter with the aliens, The plot and characters
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are stock and I had the distinct feeling of having
read it all before somewhere olse with only the
names and technology changcd to protect the aunthor's
bank balance,

The measure of this piece of hack writing may
be judged from the following oxample of the is.-
regard of both writer and pubtlisher for tho intol.-
ligence of theoir readors, From the very begiming
the alicns are referred to as "snakes", Neverthe-~
less, nobody has ever secn an alicn, nor has there
over boen any wreckage rcocoveored or sightod aftor
an encounter with the spherical ships of tho enemy,
In an incredibly gimmicked finale the encmy is
proved to be not a raco of snakes but ono many-
tentacled snake (many-tentaclod snako) in ernother
universe poking its tontacles into our universe and
destroying spaco ships oy firing darts at them,

By way of contrast, Tho Electric Sword Swal-
lowers is a delightful and irroverent frolic which
tilts at sacred cows ranging from Dr, Asimov's thrce
laws of robotics to marital relationships, nyster-
ious guardiens of the Geloxy's futuro, political
intrigue, war games and toy soldior collecto:'s.

The story concerns the adventures of its anti-
horo, one Ferdie Foxlees, an apprentice ectopiasmic
elcctronics (eepes) engineer, The cepec bit is tke
menufacture of electronic humanoid creatures act-
ivated by a piece of protoplasmic brain (sic),

The firoworks begin for Ferdie on tho planet
Curdiswano when hc booby traps the cepee bedmato of
Councillor Markgroff to disintegrato at an approp-
riate stage of his evening rcvels, Ho und-rtakes
this breach of ethics at the bchest of the Council-
lor!s elcphantine wifeo, It neecds scarcely bo said
that things go dramatically and hilariously vwrong
with Ferdio proscribed by the planctary govornment
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and fleeing into the waiting arms of a big-time under
underworld operator,

Ferdie and his well found companion, ldad Jake
Horlihay, escape, by means of a grandstand play
you would have to read to believe, to Knorvarday, a
world ruled by King Napoleon and given over to the
ro-enactment by mass-produced eepees of every
major battle in the Galaxy'!s history. It is here
that the rewainder of the action takos place,

It is loadod with anachronisms and inconsist-
encies and there is a message in there if you are
the kind who looks for them, This is the kind of
story that could get completely out of hand wvery
rapidly, Howover Bulmer keeps it under control
most of the time, The pace is varied, although I
think it is wealzost wheon Bulmer starts in to moral-
ising and hits its peaks with his racy description
of Fordio!s incrodible escapades, A thoroughly
readable story,

-- Lindsay Carroll

Current Books Current Books

SIODMAX, Curt, 1902-
DONOVAN'!'S BRAIN, Barrie, 191 p, HC £1,50, (Xnopf
1943; Chapman & Hall 1944; verious FB eds; in
Famous Fantastic Lysteries Aug 1950; in French,
German, Italian, Portugese, Spanish: two film
versions, one as The Lady and the lionstor) Famous
0ld shocker:; dead thug'!s experimentally revived
brain becomes a superluman entity,

SMITH, E[dward] E[lmer] 1890-1965
FIRST LENSUMAN; the seocond novel of the Lensman
Series, W,H,4llen, 256 p, HC £1,75., (Fantasy
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Books Treviewed cr listed in
ST N=ig can te ordered tarough the
Ausceizbion,

Prices; US§= AP
plus Sc per title on
prices up to $1 (i.e,
most PB's)
10c per title on
prices over

Delivery takes a few weoeks of
course, Though occasionally we get i
a small stock and can supply right
avay,

Older books -~ somstimes they
can be located, Send in went lists,

G, B, Stone
Box 852, P,O.
Canberra City, 2601



Current Books

Press 1950; Boardman 1955; Pyramid FB 1964)
TRIFLANETARY; the first novel of the Lensmen Ser-
ies, W,H,Allen, 254 p, HC £1,75 (In Amazing Jan-
Apr 1934; Fantasy Press 1948; Boardmen 1954; Pyr-
amid PB 1965) Good to sse & new edition of this
series, If you haven't read Smith it's time you
did: he represents the highest development of
the theme of interstellar strife which he virtu-
ally begen with the Skylark stories, But aside
from the action and technological oxtrapolation
the depth and ingenuity of plotting in this ser-
les of six vooks are recommended,

STURGHEON, Theodore, 1918~
STARSHINE, Corgi, 160 p. PB 25 np, (Byramid 1966;
Gollancz 1968) Six assorted shorts, three of them
awong his first fow published, Review: dnalog
Dec 67 p. 164
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